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CATS

Up the Family Tree

The evolution of the cat. The domestication of cats and their adoption by
humans (or is it the other way round?) as pets which was only about 6000 years ago,
unlike the case with dogs, who came on board about 100,000 years ago.

Supercatural

Cats in religion, myth and superstition, from the Egyptian regard of the cat as
holy through black cats as witches’ familiars.

Curious and Not-so-Curious Cats

A survey of the various breeds of cats, and their classification. After a quick
burst of definitions (long-hair, short-hair), this won't be looking so much at breeds that
can be told apart only by cat-fanciers as at varieties of domestic cats that genuinely
are different, like Manx cats.

Cat Curios

A ragbag collection of fascinating cat trivia  such as the fact that catnip is
related to marijuana, so your cat really is getting high on the stuff. Cats’ affinity for
alcohol, and the problem of feline alcoholism. How cats can be trained to use regular
toilets. Feeding cats in kosher households . ..

Stars of Page, Stage and Screen

From Tom & Jerry to Sylvester to Catwoman to Old Possum to Cats to Garfield
to Cats and Dogs to Cat's Eyes to the various hugely popular series of “cat detective”
novels, with a nod toward the feline on a hot tin roof.

Cats in the Language

Feline-related everyday and archaic words, phrases and sayings, and their ori-
gins, from “catty” to “curiosity killed the cat”, from “cat-o-nine-tails” to “Schrédinger’s
Cat”, from “pussy willow” to, er, “pussy”.

Fancy Cats

The growth of cat fancying, and details of the various cat associations on both
sides of the Atlantic.




